
 

 

 
Third Sunday of Easter 

April 18, 2021 
 

WELCOME TO CHRIST THE ROCK! 
 
SERIES THEME: Ministry Basics 
 
In this series of teachings from the Gospel according to Matthew, 
Jesus opens the Scriptures to help us to take his teaching to heart. 
We realize what it means to be his disciples and concentrate on our 
calling to serve Him in loving response. 
 
SERVICE THEME: We Are Jesus’ Witnesses 
 
Does telling others about Christ intimidate you? Do you fear how 
people will react? Today we see that Jesus’ death and resurrection 
give believers confidence. Our sins have been washed clean in his 
blood. We have forgiveness for any and all sins. Such truths give us 
the courage to witness boldly to the lost about Christ’s love and the 
rescue we have in his name. 

 
 

MORNING PRAISE 
Matins 

 
Morning Praise or Matins is an order of service that takes powerful biblical texts and combines them with fresh, energetic melodies.  This service has been in use 
among Christian communities as a way to usher in a new day with God’s blessing, recalling the biblical mandate to “watch and pray.”   
 
Minister:  O Lord, open my lips. 
Congregation:   And my mouth shall declare your praise. 
 
M:  Hasten to save me, O God. 
C: O Lord, come quickly to help me. 
 
M:  Give glory to God, our light and our life. 
C:  Come, oh, come, let us worship. 
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COME, OH, COME, LET US SING TO THE LORD    Venite                   Psalm 95 
 

This song, the Venite, Latin for “come,” allows worshipers to come and make a joyful noise in praise of the maker of heaven and 
earth using the words of Psalm 95 
 

Refrain: 

 

 

 

 
Verses: 

 
 
Please be seated 
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PSALM OF THE DAY           PSALM 118  
 

 
 
Minister:  The LORD is my strength and my song; 
Congregation: he has become my salvation. 

 
The LORD’S right hand is lifted high; 

the LORD’S right hand has done mighty things! 
 
I will not die but live, 

and will proclaim what the LORD has done. 
 
Refrain 
 
I will give you thanks, for you answered me; 

you have become my salvation. 
 
The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone; 

the LORD has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 
This is the day the LORD has made; 

let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 
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FIRST LESSON                Acts 4:8-12 
In his address Peter points to the Scriptures as proof that salvation is found in no one else but Jesus. 
8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the 
people! 9 If we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a 
man who was lame and are being asked how he was healed, 10 then know this, you 
and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you 
crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you 
healed. 11 Jesus is “ ‘the stone you builders rejected, which has become the 
cornerstone.’ 12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under 
heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.” 

 

SECOND LESSON         1 John 1:1 - 2:2 
Through the Scriptures we learn to trust in Jesus, the light of the world, who atoned for our sins. 

1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with 
our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim 
concerning the Word of life. 2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and 
we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to 
us. 3 We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have 
fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus 
Christ. 4 We write this to make our joy complete. 5 This is the message we have heard 
from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we 
claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live 
out the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with 
one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 8 If we claim to 
be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and 
his word is not in us. 
1 My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, 
we have an advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2 He is the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole 
world. 

 
RESPONSE: 

M: Alleluia, Alleluia. Christ is risen, he is risen indeed.  Alleluia.  Our hearts were 
burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to 
us.  Alleluia. 

 
Please stand 
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GOSPEL LESSON        Luke 24:36-49 

    Jesus brings his disciples peace, reminding them that Scripture has been fulfilled through his resurrection. 
 

36 While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said 
to them, “Peace be with you.”  
37 They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost.  
38 He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds?  
39 Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not 
have flesh and bones, as you see I have.”  
40 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 41 And while they still 
did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have 
anything here to eat?”  
42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate it in their presence.  
44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything 
must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the 
Psalms.”  
45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures.  
46 He told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the 
dead on the third day, 47 and repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to 
all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are 
witnesses of these things. 49 I am going to send 
you what my Father has promised; but stay in the 
city until you have been clothed with power from 
on high.” 

Be seated  
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HYMN                    " I Am Content! My Jesus Lives Again” 
Christian Worship #158 

 

 
 

SERMON                     Luke 24:36-49 
RESURRECTION CHRISTIANS LIVE AT PEACE 

1.    There is no reason for doubt. 
 

2.    There is every reason for joy. 
 
Please stand 
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YOU ARE GOD, WE PRAISE YOU    Te Deum 
 

  Refrain 
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LORD, HAVE MERCY  (Kyrie)                                   (Psalm 27:7) 
Spoken 
 
M: In the morning, O Lord, I call to you; be merciful to me and hear my prayer. 
C:  Lord, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
M: In the name of our God, to whom all hearts are open and from whom no secrets are 

hidden. 
C: Amen.  
 
M: O Lord, hear my prayer, listen to my cry for mercy, and in your faithfulness, come to my 

relief. Do not bring your servant into judgment, for no one living is righteous before 
you. 

C: Almighty God, merciful Father, I, a troubled and repentant sinner, confess that I 
have sinned against you in my thoughts, my words, and my actions. I have not 
loved you with my whole heart. I have not loved others as I should. I am 
distressed by the sins that trouble me and am deeply sorry for them.  

 
M: Jesus says to his people, “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven.” His death 

paid for the guilt of your sins and the sins of the whole world. Do you believe this? 
C: Yes, I believe.  
 
M: Because of the promise of our dear Savior Jesus, I forgive you all your sins. Be assured 

that you are a dear child of God and an heir of eternal life.  
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THE SACRAMENT 
 

 
 

 

M:  The Lord be with you.  
C:   And also with you. 
 

M:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:   We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 

M:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:   It is good and right to give him thanks. 
 

M:  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and all places give you 
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, and we praise you especially for the glorious resurrection of your Son, 
the true Passover Lamb, who by his sacrifice took away the sins of the world and 
by his resurrection restored everlasting life  
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy 
name: 

C:   Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.  
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!  
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION                                 Matthew 26:26-28, I Corinthians 11:24, 25 
 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and 
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
“Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” 

 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink 
from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured 
out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C: Amen. 
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DISTRIBUTION 
Please come forward at the direction of the ushers. 

 
 
 
THANKSGIVING 
 
M: O Lord, our God, govern the nations on earth and direct the affairs of this world so 

that your Church may worship you in peace and joy; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
M: Let us praise the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
BLESSING                               Numbers 6:24-27 

Spoken 
 

M:  The Lord bless and keep you. 
C: Amen. 
 

M: The Lord’s face ever shine upon you. 
C: Amen. 
 

M: The Lord grant you peace for all your days. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Service Acknowledgements: Service of Morning Praise:  © 2002 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by permission. “Come, Oh, Come, 
Let Us Sing to the Lord,” and “You Are God; We Praise You,” Marty Haugen. Text, Tune, Setting: © 1995, 1996 by GIA Publications, 
Inc. 7404 So. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. International copyright secured. All rights reserved. Psalm 118:  Refrain Tune: Marty 
Haugen. © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. “I Am Content! My 
Jesus Lives Again” Text: Johann J. Möller, 1660–1733, abr.; August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” 
Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934 © 1970, 1975 Celebration. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Cover artwork by Ian M. Welch. 
Copyright 2013 Ian M. Welch. All Rights Reserved. paramentics.com 
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CLOSING HYMN          “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”    
      Christian Worship Supplement #771 

 

 


