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The Baptism of Our Lord
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Jesus Is Revealed as Our Perfect Substitute
God’s Word for Today
“Why did Jesus need to be baptized? I
thought baptism was for sinners.” That’s
a common question among Christians. It
does not make sense that our Savior,
who was perfectly sinless, would need to
be baptized. Why was he? Because a) the
Father wanted him to, and b) Jesus came
to be our perfect substitute. His baptism
shows him to be just that. Even from
birth he endured the effects of our sin.
Jesus was not at all a sinner himself, but
he was carrying our sickness and pain
(Isaiah 53:4). He needed the assurance of
God’s love, just as if he were a sinner
himself. He needed strength. Jesus
received such gifts in baptism, like we
do.
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DIVINE SERVICE I
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
CONFESSION OF SINS
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God
our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil
and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now
and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior
Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
LORD, HAVE MERCY Kyrie
C: Lord, have mercy on us. Christ, have mercy on us. Lord, have mercy on us.
Amen.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to
be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and
by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son † and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

THE WORD

FIRST LESSON
Isaiah 49:1-6
1 Listen to me, you islands; hear this, you distant nations: Before I was born
the LORD called me; from my mother’s womb he has spoken my name.
2 He made my mouth like a sharpened sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid
me; he made me into a polished arrow and concealed me in his quiver.
3 He said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will display my
splendor.”
4 But I said, “I have labored in vain; I have spent my strength for nothing at all.
Yet what is due me is in the LORD’s hand, and my reward is with my God.”
5 And now the LORD says— he who formed me in the womb to be his servant
to bring Jacob back to him and gather Israel to himself, for I am honored in the
eyes of the LORD and my God has been my strength—
6 he says: “It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes
of Jacob and bring back those of Israel I have kept. I will also make you a light
for the Gentiles, that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.”
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SECOND LESSON
Titus 3:3-8
3 At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all
kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and
hating one another. 4 But when the kindness and love of God our Savior
appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but
because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal
by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus
Christ our Savior, 7 so that, having been justified by his grace, we might
become heirs having the hope of eternal life.
8 This is a trustworthy saying. And I want you to stress these things, so that
those who have trusted in God may be careful to devote themselves to doing
what is good. These things are excellent and profitable for everyone.
VERSE OF THE DAY
Mark 1:11b
Alleluia. You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased. Alleluia.
GOSPEL
Mark 1:4-11
C:
Glory be to you, O Lord!
4 And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and all
the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were
baptized by him in the Jordan River. 6 John wore clothing made of camel’s hair,
with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And
this was his message: “After me comes the one more powerful than I, the straps
of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I baptize you
with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John
in the Jordan. 10 Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven
being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice
came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”
C:
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Praise be to you, O Christ!

HYMN

“Baptized into Your Name Most Holy”
Christian Worship #294
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SERMON

OUR LORD GIVES US LIFE THROUGH BAPTISM
I.
II.
III.

Titus 3:3-8

WHAT WE WERE WITHOUT CHRIST
WHAT WE HAVE BECOME BECAUSE OF CHRIST
NOW LIVE IN THAT NEW LIFE

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according
to their needs.
Heavenly Father, You have revealed Your Son to us in the wondrous Epiphany in the
Jordan. So also You have revealed Your name and blessing to us in Holy Baptism,
declaring us Your beloved heirs. Grant that we may daily die to sin and rise to
newness of life, living with joy as Your baptized children. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
M: Preserve Your Holy Church here and scattered throughout the world. Give steadfast
faith to all Christians by the preaching of Your Word and through the Holy
Sacraments, and send laborers into Your harvest. We pray especially that you would
bless this afternoon’s call meeting and give us a faithful new pastor to lead our
efforts to share the Gospel. Enliven the love of Your saints to bear one another’s
burdens and to show mercy toward those outside of the Church. Quicken us in the
hope of eternal life in Christ Jesus. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
M: Preserve the family, especially all Christian homes. Turn husband and wife toward
one another in love, equip fathers and mothers for their holy duty as teachers of the
faith, and preserve all children in the saving faith and certain promises of their
Baptism unto life everlasting. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
M: Preserve our nation, its leaders and those who serve for the good of our people and
for their protection. Grant peace in our time, O Lord, for You alone fight for us. Lord,
in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
M: Give comfort and relief to those who are sick, depressed, tired, confused or in any
need. Watch over all expectant mothers and their children that they may have a safe
delivery and be brought also to the life-giving waters of Holy Baptism and Your
name. We ask Lord, that you bring the worldwide COVID-19 crisis to an end and that
you comfort all who are being afflicted by it. Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
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M: Be with those who are near death that they may hear Your Son’s Words of grace in
their last hour and be confident in their Baptism, where You named them Your child.
Lord, in Your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
M: Lord God, heavenly Father, You manifested Yourself, with the Holy Spirit, in the
fullness of grace at the baptism of Your dear Son and, with Your voice, directed us to
Him who has borne our sins, that we might receive grace and the remission of sins.
Keep us, we beseech You, in the true faith. Since we have been baptized in
accordance with Your command and the example of Your dear Son, we pray You to
strengthen our faith by Your Holy Spirit and lead us to everlasting life and salvation;
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now
and forever. Amen.
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and † give you peace.
C: Amen.

HYMN OF THE DAY

“Baptized in Water”
Christian Worship #297

1 Baptized in water, Sealed by the Spirit,
Cleansed by the blood of Christ our King: Heirs of salvation,
Trusting his promise, Faithfully now God’s praise we sing.
2 Baptized in water, Sealed by the Spirit,
Dead in the tomb with Christ our King: One with his rising,
Freed and forgiven, Thankfully now God’s praise we sing.
3 Baptized in water, Sealed by the Spirit,
Marked with the sign of Christ our King: Born of one Father,
We are his children; Joyfully now God’s praise we sing.
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