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SERVICE THEME: 
God Provides Messengers and 
Means to Prepare us for the 
End 
 

God doesn’t leave us to flounder 

on our own in this world but 

prepares us for the final great 

event – Jesus’ return at the end.  

He sends his messengers to point 

out the reality of sin and its 

consequences so we don’t drift 

into complacency.  He sends his 

good news of salvation in Christ 

and connects us with him in 

baptism.  What a change that 

should create in our focus for 

living! 
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HYMN              “Prepare the Royal Highway” 
Christian Worship Supplement #702 

 

1  Prepare the royal highway; The King of kings is near!  
Let ev’ry hill and valley A level road appear!  
Then greet the King of glory, Foretold in sacred story:  
Hosanna to the Lord, For he fulfills God’s Word! 
 
4  His is no earthly kingdom; It comes from heav’n above.  
His rule is peace and freedom And justice, truth, and love.  
So let your praise be sounding For kindness so abounding:  
Hosanna to the Lord, For he fulfills God’s Word! 

 
STAND  
 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking 
him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying  
and selfish pride, For sins of habit and sins of choice, For the evil I have 
done and the good I have failed to do, You should cast me away from your 
presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ 
sake.  

 

ABSOLUTION 
 

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God 
 made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of  
 Christ through his called servant:  
 

 I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son †  and of the  
 Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen. 
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LORD, HAVE MERCY Kyrie            Mark 10:47 

 

M: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all 
they need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

M: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are 
 lost in sin may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 
C: Christ, have mercy. 
 

M: For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of  
 heaven as we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

M: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 
 

C: Amen. 
 

THE WORD 
 

SALUTATION 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 
M: Let us pray. 

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his coming 
give us strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path through the darkness 
of this world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

BE SEATED  

  



FIRST LESSON                 Isaiah 40:1-11 

1 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.  

2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her hard service has 

been completed, that her sin has been paid for, that she has received from the 

LORD’s hand double for all her sins.  

3 A voice of one calling: “In the wilderness prepare the way for the LORD ; 

make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  

4 Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the rough 

ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain.  

5 And the glory of the LORD will be revealed, and all people will see it together. 

For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”  

6 A voice says, “Cry out.” And I said, “What shall I cry?” “All people are like 

grass, and all their faithfulness is like the flowers of the field.  

7 The grass withers and the flowers fall, because the breath of the LORD blows 

on them. 

Surely the people are grass.  

8 The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God endures 

forever.”  

9 You who bring good news to Zion, go up on a high mountain. You who bring 

good news to Jerusalem, lift up your voice with a shout, lift it up, do not be 

afraid; say to the towns of Judah, 

“Here is your God!”  

10 See, the Sovereign LORD comes with power, and he rules with a mighty 

arm. See, his reward is with him, and his recompense accompanies him.  

11 He tends his flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in his arms and 

carries them close to his heart; he gently leads those that have young 
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PSALM OF THE DAY                Psalm 85 

 
 

Minister: You showed favor to your land, O LORD; 

Congregation: you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 

 

You forgave the iniquity of your people 

and covered all their sins. 

 

Show us your unfailing love, O LORD, 

and grant us your salvation. 

 

Refrain 

 

I will listen to what God the LORD will say; 

he promises peace to his people, his saints. 

 

Surely his salvation is near those who fear him, 

that his glory may dwell in our land. 

 

Love and faithfulness meet together; 

righteousness and peace kiss each other. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 



SECOND LESSON                  2 Peter 3:8-14 

8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a 

thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. 9 The Lord is not slow in 

keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with 

you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.  

10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear 

with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and 

everything done in it will be laid bare.  

11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought 

you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives 12 as you look forward to the 

day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of 

the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. 13 But in keeping 

with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, 

where righteousness dwells.  

14 So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every 

effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him. 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY            Luke 3:4, 6 
 

C: Alleluia! Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him. All 
mankind will see God’s salvation. Alleluia! 
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HYMN OF THE DAY         “On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry” 
Christian Worship #16 

 

 

  



SERMON             Mark 1:1-8 

Prepare for Christmas, even during a pandemic! 

1 The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God,  
2 as it is written in Isaiah the prophet: “I will send my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare your way” —  
3 “a voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make 
straight paths for him.’ ”  
4 And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and all 
the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were 
baptized by him in the Jordan River. 6 John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, 
with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And 
this was his message: “After me comes the one more powerful than I, the straps 
of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I baptize you 
with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 

STAND  
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
   maker of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
   born of the virgin Mary,  
   suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
   was crucified, died, and was buried.  
  He descended into hell.  
  The third day he rose again from the dead.  
  He ascended into heaven  
   and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
   the holy Christian Church,  
    the communion of saints,  
   the forgiveness of sins,  
   the resurrection of the body,  
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

BE SEATED 
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OFFERING 

Please use the offering plate at the back of the church 
or visit ChristTheRockLutheran.com and click on “Online Giving” to give an offering. 

 

STAND  
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 
according to their needs. 

 

 Brief silence 
 

Restore us, O God; let Your face shine, that we may be saved! As You led Joseph 
like a flock, so now by Your Son lead us into straight paths. Bring us out of the 
bondage of our sins and plant us securely in Your eternal promises. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

M: Almighty God, in Your blessed patience, You send Your prophets and apostles, 
pastors and teachers in all times, that sinners would not perish but rather reach 
repentance and find comfort in Your Word, which alone will stand forever. 
Preserve the servants of Your Church. Give to our congregation and all 
congregations an increase of hope, that we may await the revealing of the new 
heavens and new earth in lives of holiness and godliness, diligent to be found 
without spot or blemish and at peace. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
M: Holy Lord, preserve Your gift of marriage against the ravages of sin, the schemes 

of the devil and the raging of the world. Bless the couples and families of our 
congregation. Strengthen them in love and care for one another, and establish 
them on the foundation of Your Word. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

M: God of all comfort, Your Word alone endures forever. The nations of the world 
come and go before You. Even kings and rulers are like grass before Your breath. 
Preserve us from placing our trust in princes and mortal men. Give us leaders 
who will rule after Your good pleasure, keeping order and protecting life, that we 
may live in godly quietness and honesty. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

M: Lord of hosts, graciously regard all for whom we pray Lord, in Your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 



 

M: Heavenly Father, You once prepared the way of Your only begotten Son through 
the preaching and baptism of John. Prepare now Your baptized Christians with true 
repentance and faith that seeks the forgiveness of sins. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 

M: Into Your hands, Father, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 
mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER                 Matthew 6:9-13 
 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  
   your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power,  

   and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
 
BLESSING                Numbers 6:24-26 

 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and † give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Service acknowledgements: Divine Service II Christian Worship Supplement © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  “Prepare the Royal 
Highway”Text:  F. M. Franzen, 1722–1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978. © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship; admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission. Psalm 85 Refrain Tune: From The Psalmody for the Day, Series C. © 1976 Fortress Press. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress.“On Jordan’s 
Bank the Baptist’s Cry” Text: Charles Coffin, 1676–1749; tr. John Chandler, 1806–76, st. 1-3, alt.; composite, st. 4-5. “Comfort, Comfort, All My People” Text: Johannes Olearius, 
1611–84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.Cover artwork by Ian M. Welch. Copyright 2013 Ian M. Welch. All Rights Reserved. paramentics.com 

http://paramentics.com/
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CLOSING HYMN               “Comfort, Comfort, All My People” 
Christian Worship #11 



IN OUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK: 

• Pastor Nathan Seiltz, for guidance as he deliberates the call to serve our congregation 

• Dennis and Jane Bacon, prayers for comfort and care due to poor health 

• Willie Mitchell, health and care 

• Herdranne Herrera, prayers for comfort and her health after contracting Covid  

• Vinnie and Ben Henry, Ben had surgery, Vinnie and family are tending to his aftercare 

• Marianne, Caroline and Daniel, as they grieve the one-year anniversary of Dan’s death 

• Marianne and her family for comfort after the passing of her Uncle David and for Aunt Sue 
in Tucson, receiving treatment for Covid-19. Also for her cousin Kelly and her husband Greg 
as they care for their mom and overcome Covid themselves 

• Gwen and Chuck Johnson, friends of Aaron and Myra. Chuck has Stage 3 lung cancer 

• Dave Branch, that he would receive surgery soon and that God would bless the operation 

• Family of Amoret DeField, comfort, newborn Amoret died last month 

• Delfin Ulibarri, comfort that God would bless his healing back Farmington for rehabilitation 

• Marianne’s friend Ginny’s niece, Kallie and her husband, their 6 year-old son died in August 

• Kay Ulibarri, Luci and Lysa, God’s blessings for comfort and strength as they care for each 
other and Delfin 

• Maggie Donohue and Armond her son, prayers for comfort as they mourn the death of his 
father Scott 

• Ryan, grandson of Jeff and Mona Blagg, thank God for continued healing progress. 

• Fred Bunselmeyer, Maggie’s father-in-law, health and care at Wellbrook Rehabilitation 

• Christ the Rock, members and leaders as we transition our ministry 

• Mary and Martin, mother and brother in-law of Ginger, both have cancer 

• Bea Peshlakai, care and comfort for her health 
 

God’s People Respond to God’s Grace 
Worship Attendance November 29: 20  Sunday School: 02 Bible Study: 9 
Offering   November 29: $ 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Vacancy Pastor Emeritus Paul Hartman (and wife Carol) will continue to serve as our vacancy 
pastor through December 13. Pastor’s contact, (915) 637-4290.  
A vicar will serve us on December 20, and vacancy pastors have agreed to serve from January 3 
through Easter, if needed. We anticipate lay-led services on Christmas Eve and December 27. 
The planning for those services has been done. 
Sunday Adult Bible class, 9:15 am, we will continue our study of “The Church’s Mission” and 
consider ways we can participate in the ministry of proclaiming the gospel to the people in our 
community. 

 


